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that come from the Chormondel Coast, and Bengal, but both the Buyer and
Seller trade by .Retail, so that a Ship's Cargo is a long Time in selling,
and the Product of the Country is as long in purchasing.

The Islands off this Part of the Coast are the Nicobars, and are about
go Leagues distant from the Continent. The Northmost Cluster is low,
and are called the Carnicubars, and by their Vicinity to the Andemans.,
are but thinly inhabited. The middle Cluster is fine champain Ground,
and all but one, well inhabited. They are called the Somerera Islands,
because on the South End of the largest Island, is an Hill that resembles
the Top of an Umbrella or Somerera. About six Leagues to the Southward
of Somerera Island, lies Tallang-jang the uninhabited Island, where one
Captain Owen lost his Ship in Anno 1708. but the Men were all saved, and
finding no Inhabitants, they made Fires in the Night, and next Day there
came 5 or 6 Canoaes from Ming and Goury, two fine Islands that ly about
four Leagues to the Westward of the desert Island, and very courteously
carried the shipwrackt Men to their Islands of Ning and Gouty 9 with what
little Things they had saved of their Apparel and other Necessaries.

The Captain had saved a broken Knife about four Inches long in the
Blade, and he having laid it carelesly by, one of the Natives made bold
to take it, but did not offer to hide it. The Captain seeing his Knife in
the poor Native's Hand, took it from him, and bestowed some Kicks
and Blows on him for his ill Manners, which was very ill taken, for all in
general shewed they were dissatisfied with the Action; and the shipwrackt
Men could observe Contentions arising between those who were their
Benefactors in bringing them to their Island, and others who were not
concerned in it: However, next Day as the Captain was sitting under a
Tree at Dinner, there came about a Dozen of Natives towards him., and
saluted him on every Side with a Shower of Darts made of heavy hard
Wood, with their Points hardned in the Fire, and so he expir'd in a
Moment. How far they had a Mind to pursue their Resentment, I know
not, but their Benefactors kept Guard about their House till next Day,
and then presented them with two Canoaes, and fitted them with Out-
leagers to keep them from overturning, and put some Water in Pots,
some Cocoa-nuts and dry Fish, and pointed to them to be immediately
gone, which they did. Being sixteen in Company, they divided equally,
and steered their Course for Jorikceyloan, but in the Way one of the Boats
lost her Out-leager, and drowned all her Grew, the rest arrived safe, and
I carried them afterwards to Matchulipatam.

Ning and Goury are two fine smooth Islands, well inhabited, and plenti-
fully furnished with several Sorts of good Fish, Hogs and Poultry, but